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the whole fairy system. By our laws the fairy
who marries a mortal dies.
CELIA. But lolanthe didn't die.
[Enter QUEEN OF THE FAHUES.J
QUEEN. No, because your queen, who loved
her with a surpassing love, commuted her sen-
tence to penal servitude for life, on condition that
she left her husband without a word of explana-
tion and never communicated with him again*
LELIA. And that sentence of penal servitude
she is now working out at the bottom of that
stream?
QUEEN. Yes. But when I banished her I gave
her all the pleasant places of the earth to dwell
in. I'm sure I never intended that she should go
and live at the bottom of that stream. It makes
me perfectly wretched to think of the discomfort
she must have undergone.
LELIA. To think of the damp! And her chest
was always delicate.
QUEEN. And the frogs! ugh! I never shall
enjoy any peace of mind until I know why lo-
lanthe went to live among the frogs.
FLETA. Then why not summon her and ask
her?
QUEEN. Why? Because if I set eyes on her I
should forgive her at once.
CEUA. Then why not forgive her? Twenty-
five years! It's a long time.